
GEOGRAPHY QUESTION BANK (Ch. 1 to 5) MID TERM 

1. Describe various types of rocks  

Answer:  Rocks are of the three types: 

1. Igneous rocks 

o Sedimentary rocks 

o Metamorphic rocks 

o Igneous rocks. When the molten magma cools, it becomes solid. Rocks 

formed in this way are called igneous rocks. They are also called primary 

rocks. They are of two types—intrusive rocks and extrusive rocks. 

2. Extrusive rocks: When molten lava comes on the earth’s surface, it rapidly cools 

down and becomes solid. Rocks formed in this way on the crust Eire called 

extrusive igneous rocks. For example, basalt. 

3. Intrusive rocks: Sometimes the molten magma cools down deep inside the 

earth’s crust. Solid rocks so formed are called intrusive igneous rocks. Since they 

cool down slowly they form large grains. For example, granite. 

4. Sedimentary rocks: Small fragments of rocks are called sediments. These 

sediments are transported and deposited by wind, water, etc. These loose 

sediments are compressed and hardened to form sedimentary rocks. For 

example, sandstone is made from grains of sand. 

5. Metamorphic rocks: When igneous and sedimentary rocks Eire subjected to 

great heat and pressure they change into metamorphic rocks. For example, clay 

changes into slate and limestone into marble. 

2. Give reasons: 

(a) Man modifies his environment 

(b) Plants and animals depend on each other.  

Answer: (a) Man modifies his environment to fulfil his needs and make his life 

comfortable. He also modified his environment to adopt himself to the natural 

surroundings. 

(b) Plants and animals depend on each other for their own sake. Plants release oxygen 

that animals breathe and absorb carbon dioxide that animals release. 

3. Give reasons: 

(i) Some rocks have a shape of a mushroom. 

(ii) Flood plains are very fertile. 

(iii) Sea caves are turned into stacks. 

(iv) Buildings collapse due to earthquakes. 

Answer:  (i) In deserts, winds usually erode the lower section of the rock more than the 

upper part. Therefore, such rocks have narrower base and wider top, which take the 

shape of a mushroom. 

(ii) Flood plains are formed by the deposition of fine soil and other material called 

sediments on the river banks. As the soil and sediments are brought by flood water, they 

are very fertile. 

(iii) Sea waves strike at the rocks. As a result cracks develop which become bigger over 

time and hollow like caves are formed on the rocks. They are called sea caves. These 

cavities become bigger and bigger and a time comes when only the roof of the caves 

remain to form sea arches. Further erosion breaks the roof and only walls are left. 

These wall like features are called stacks. In this way, sea caves are turned into stacks. 



(iv) Most of the buildings are not safe enough to resist the vibrations of the earthquakes. 

They are not made earthquake-proof. They collapse tearing apart due to shallow 

foundation and lack of adequate steel in the interior design. 

4. Name the three types of earthquake waves.                                               

            

  Ans: a) P waves or longitudinal waves 

a) S waves or transverse waves 

b) L waves or surface waves                                               

5. What is atmosphere? Name the different types of layers in which the atmosphere is further 

divided. 

  Ans: A huge blanket of air by which our earth is surrounded is called atmosphere. 

 

The atmosphere have following layers : 

 

(a) Troposphere. 

 

(b)Stratosphere 

 

(c) Mesosphere 

 

(d) Thermosphere 

 

(e) Exosphere 

 

6. Answer the following questions briefly. 

(a) What is precipitation? 

(b) What is water cycle? 

(c) What are the factors affecting the height of the waves? 

(d) Which factors affect the movement of ocean water? 

(e) What are tides and how are they caused? 

(f) What are ocean currents? 

Answer: (a) Falling of moisture in the form of rainfall, snow, fog, sleet and hailstone is 

termed as precipitation. 

(b) The water cycle is the process by which water continually changes its form and 

circulates between oceans, atmosphere and land. 

(c) Winds, earthquakes, volcanic eruption or under water landslides are the factors 

affecting the height of the waves. The stronger the wind blows, the bigger the wave 

becomes. 

(d) Temperature, winds, gravitational pull of the sun, the earth and the moon; warm 

and cold currents are the factors that affect the movement of ocean water. 

(e) Tides are the rhythmic rise and fall of ocean water that occur twice in a day. The 

strong gravitational pull exerted by the sun and the moon on the earth’s surface causes 

the tides. 

(f) Ocean currents are streams of water flowing constantly on the ocean surface in 

definite directions. 

7. Give reasons: 

(a) Ocean water is salty. 



(b) The quality of water is deteriorating. 

Answer: (a) The water of the oceans is salty as it contains large amount of dissolved 

salts. 

(b) Water is being used injudiciously. Whatever potable water is available, its quality is 

not good. It is because industrial effluents and untreated water of industries get mixed 

into streams and rivers. Swerage water also gets mixed into these water bodies. As a 

result, the quality of water is deteriorating day by day. 

 

 

8. How are Ocean currents caused?        

Ans: The ocean currents may be warm or cold. The warm ocean currents originate near 

the equator and move towards the poles. The cold current carry water from polar or 

higher latitudes to tropical or lower latitudes. For example the Labrador Ocean current 

is cold current while the Gulf Stream is a warm current. The ocean current influence 

the temperature conditions of the area. 

Warm currents bring about warm temperature over land surface. The areas where the 

warm and cold currents meet provide the best fishing grounds of the world. For 

example seas around Japan and the eastern coast of North America. The areas where a 

warm and cold current meet also experience foggy weather and therefore navigation 

becomes difficult. 

 

                                           

9. What are minerals? How are they useful to us?.                             

 Ans: Minerals are naturally occurring substances which have certain physical 

properties and definite chemical composition. Minerals are very useful for mankind. 

Some minerals like coal, natural gas and petroleum are used as fuels. They are also used 

in industries. Iron, aluminium, gold, uranium etc. are used in medicine, in Fertilizers 

etc. 

 

10.What does the natural environment consist of? Show the domains of the environment with 

the help of  a diagram.                  

            

  Ans: An ecosystem (also called as environment) is a natural unit consisting of all 

plants, animals and micro-organisms (biotic factors) in an area functioning together 

with all of the non-living physical (abiotic) factors of the environment. 

 



      

 
11. What is the effect of cold and warm currents on the neighbouring lands?  Give an 

example of a warm  

    current and a cold current.                         

  Ans: a) The ocean current influence the temperature conditions of the area. 

b) Warm currents bring about warm temperature over land surface.  

c)The areas where the warm and cold currents meet provide the best fishing grounds of 

the world. D) For example seas around Japan and the eastern coast of North America.  

e) The areas where a warm and cold current meet also experience foggy weather and 

therefore navigation becomes difficult. 

Example: The Labrador Ocean current is cold current while the Gulf Stream is a 

warm current. 

12. What is a water cycle? Explain it with the help of a diagram.       

  Ans: The sun’s heat causes evaporation of water, flowing down to stream or drains 

into water vapour. When the water vapour cools down, it condenses and forms clouds. 

These clouds, when become too heavy to float, start falling on the land or sea in the 

form of rain, snow or sleet. Thus, the process by which water continuously changes its 

form and circulates between oceans, atmosphere and land is known as the water cycle. 



 

13.How are extrusive and intrusive rocks formed?                         

  Ans: When the molten lava comes on the earth’s surface, it rapidly cools down and becomes 

solid. Rocks formed in this way on the crust are extrusive igneous rocks. 

Sometimes the molten magma cools down deep inside the earth’s crust. Solid rocks so formed 

are actually intrusive igneous rocks.                                           

14. How does circulation of air takes place?                                       

       

  Ans: Air in the atmosphere moves around the world in a pattern called globalatmospheric 

circulation. ... This pattern, called atmospheric circulation, is caused because the Sun heats the 

Earth more at the equator than at the poles. It's also affected by the spin of the Earth. In the 

tropics, near the equator, warm air rises. 

 

15. What does the word Tsunami mean?  What destruction was caused in India by the Tsunami in 

2004?       

  Ans: Tsunami is a Japanese word that means ‘harbour waves’ as the harbours get destroyed 

whenever there is tsunami. 

 The tsunami of 2004 is still in our mind. It caused huge death and destruction in the coastal 

areas of India. The Indira point in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands got submerged after the 

tsunami 

 

 

 16. How is wind an active agent of erosion in deserts?        

        



Ans: Wind is an active agent of erosion and deposition in the deserts. In deserts we often notice 

rocks in the shape of a mushroom, known as mushroom rocks. Winds erode the lower section 

of the rock more than the upper part. Therefore, such rocks have narrower base and wider 

top. When the wind blows, it lifts and transports sand from one place to another. When the 

wind stops blowing the sand falls and gets deposited in low hill-like structures. These are called 

sand dunes. When the grains are very fine and light, the wind can carry it over long distances. 

When such sand is deposited in large area, it is called loess. 

 

 

17. What is the difference between tributaries and distributaries? Give examples.       

       

 Ans: TRIBUTARIES- they are small streams of water which originates from glacier and join 

together to form a river. this is in young course of river. 

DISTRIBUTARIES- when the river breaks down into small streamlets or channels, they are 

called distributaries. this occurs in the old course of the river. 

  Example: The water that flows into the Missouri River ends up there because it's the easiest 

river to get to. All the water has to do is flow downhill. The Missouri River has 

many tributaries, and it, in turn, is a tributary of the Mississippi River. 

Examples of inland distributaries: Teton River 

 

18. Explain with the help of a diagram the interior of the earth.                     

 Ans: Our earth is made up of several concentric layers with one inside another. These layers 

are three in number—crust, mantle smd core. 

Crust. It is the uppermost layer over the earth’s surface. It is the thinnest of all the layers. It is 

about 35 km on the continential masses and only 5 km on the ocean floors. The continental 

masses are made up of silica and alumina. It is thus called sial (si-silica and al-alumina). The 

oceanic crust mainly consists of silica and magnesium. It is thus called sima (si-silica and ma-

magnesium). 

Mantle:It is just beneath the crust.It extends up to a depth of 2900 km below the crust 

Core:It is the innermost layer. Its radius is about 3500 km. It is mainly made up of nickel and 

iron and is known as nife (ni-nickel and fe-ferrous, Le., iron). The central core has very high 

temperature and pressure. 

                          

 



 

      

19. What is a volcano? How many types of volcanoes are there? Show the eruption of a volcano with 

the help of  a diagram.                         

Ans: A volcano is a vent or opening in the earth’s crust through which molten material erupts 

suddenly. 

 Types: Shield, Cinder Cones & Composite Cones. The earth ejects lava, rock fragments, hot 

vapour and gases during volcanic eruptions. Volcanoes vary based on size, shape, composition 

and eruptive style. 

    

          

 
                                                                  

                                                 

20 . How have human beings adapted to the environment to fulfil their needs? 

Answer:  Human beings from the early times have been interacting with the 

environment and modifying it according to their needs. Early humans adapted 

themselves to the natural surroundings. They led a simple life and fulfilled their 

requirements from the nature around them. But their needs kept on increasing. They 

became varied also. To fulfil these varied needs, humans learnt to grow crops, tamed 

animals and began a settled life. The wheel was invented, surplus food was produced, 

barter system emerged, trade started and commerce developed. Industrial revolution 

made possible large scale production. By and by transportation became faster. 

Information revolution made communication easier and speedy across the world. In this 

way human beings adapted to the environment in order to fulfil their needs. 

 


