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1.Mention some special features of tribal societies.         

Answer:   

The main characteristics of the tribal societies are as follows: 

1. Tribal societies are united by kinship bonds. 
2. There is no hierarchy among men and groups in tribal societies. 
3. Strong, complex, formal organisation are absent in tribal societies. 
Tribal societies have communitarian basis of land holding. 

2. How did the tribal people earn their livelihood?  

Answer:  The main occupation of the tribal people was agriculture. But there were also hunter-gatherers 
or herders. Most often they combined these activities to make full use of the natural resources of the area 
in which they lived. Some tribes were nomadic moving from one place to another. 

A tribal group controlled land and pastures jointly, and divided these amongst household as per its own 
rules. 
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8.Give a brief account of the tribal people found in different parts of the subcontinent  

Answer: Tribal people were found in almost every region of the sub-continent. In Punjab, the Khokhar 
tribe was influential during the 13th and 14th centuries. Later, the Gakkhars became more important. In 
Multan and Sind, the Langahs and Arghuns dominated extensive regions. The Balochis were another 
large and powerful tribe in the north-west. In the western Himalayas, the Gaddi Shepherds lived. The 
Nagas, Ahoms and many others lived in the distant north-eastern part of the subcontinent. In many areas 
of present-day Bihar and Jharkhand, Chero Chiefdoms had emerged by the 12th century. However, they 
were subdued by the Mughals. The Mundas and Santals were other important tribes that lived in these 
states and also in Orissa and Bengal. The Kolis, Berads and numerous others lived in the Maharashtra 
highlands, Karnataka and Gujarat. Further there were large tribal populations of Koragas, Vetars, 
Maravars and many others in South. The Bhils were spread across western and central India. By the late 
16th century many of them had become settled agriculturists and some even zamindars. Many Bhil clans, 
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nevertheless, remained hunter-gatherers. The Gonds were found in large numbers across the present-day 
states of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. 

9.What are the different kind of nomads? 

Ans: 

There are three types of Nomads. 

4. Hunter Gatherers:- Moving between hunting grounds 
5. Pastoral Nomads:-Moving between pastures 
Peripatetic Nomads:- Moving between Customers 

10.Who were 'Gonds'? 

Ans:The Gonds refer to the tribal people who lived in the vast forests of Gondwana. 

	They were found in large numbers across the present-day states of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh.  
In the fourteenth century Gonds were the ruling class in many parts of central India. 
 During this time several small Gond kingdoms were consolidated by Gond kings to form a Gond 
dynasty.  
The Gond kingdom of Garha Katanga that had 70,000 villages is mentioned in Akbar Nama. 
 
11.Write a short note on the administrative system of the Gond kingdom. 

Ans:The Gonds comprise the largest tribal group in India. The large Gond kingdom was divided 
intogarhs. A particular Gond clan controlled each garh. Each garh was further divided into units of 84 
villages called chaurasi. The chaurasi was subdivided into barhots which were made up of 12 villages 
each. 

12.Who are nomadic pastoralists? 

Ans:Nomadic pastoralists are the people who travel long distances with their animals in search of fodder. 
They live on milk and other pastoral products. They also exchange wool, ghee etc. with settle 
communities for grain, cloth, utensils and other products. 

13.What was the occupation of the Ahoms? 

Ans:The early Ahom state had a simple economy. The primary occupation of the Ahoms was agriculture. 
They introduced new methods of wet rice cultivation. During wars almost most men served in the army. 
In normal situations, they had to indulge themselves in the construction of embankments, irrigation 
systems and other public works. 

14.What is 'shifting agriculture'? 

Ans:Trees and bushes in a forest area are first cut and burnt. The crop is sown in the ashes. When this 
land loses its fertility, another plot of land is cleared and planted in the same way. This is called shifting 
agriculture 
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15.Why did the Ahom clans break up? 

Ans:The Ahom kingdom of medieval Assam was based on a type of forced labour system known as the 
Paik system. The paiks rendered direct service to the king. The paik rendering service was rotated. Each 
village had to send a number of paiks by rotation. People from heavily populated areas were shifted to 
less populated places, which led to the break up of the Ahom clans. 

16.Write a note on Garha Katanga OR Explain How did Garha Katanga earn much of its wealth? 

Ans: 

Garha Katanga was a rich state. It earned much wealth by trapping and exporting wild elephants to other 
kingdoms. When the Mughals defeated the Gonds, they captured a huge booty of precious coins and 
elephants. They annexed part of the kingdom and granted the rest to Chandra Shah, an uncle of Bir Narain 

17.How did the nomadic pastoralists make a living in Medieval India? 

Ans:Nomadic pastoralists moved over long distances with their animals. They lived on milk and other 
pastoral products. They also exchanged wool, ghee etc. with settled agriculturists for grain, cloth, utensils 
and other products. They bought and sold these goods as they moved from one place to another, 
transporting them on their animals. Many pastoral tribes reared and sold animals such as cattle and horses, 
to the prosperous people. Different castes of petty peddlers also travelled from village to village. They 
made and sold wares such as ropes, reeds, straw matting and coarse sacks. Sometimes mendicants acted 
as wandering merchants. There were castes of entertainers who performed in different towns for earning a 
living. 

18.Describe briefly the origin of Rajput. 

Ans:There are several theories given about the origin of Rajputs. Some claimed their genealogy to Solar 
and Lunar families of Kshatriyas mentioned in the Mahabharata. Chandra Bardai in his 'Prithviraj Raso' 
mentioned that, the Chalukyas (Solankis), the Parmaras (Pawars), the Chahmanas (Chauhans)and the 
Pratiharas (Parihars) evolved from the yajna organized by Vasistha at Mount Abu. Some historians said 
that a number of classes from Scythians and Huns assimilated in the Indian Society. Some chief clans of 
South India like Kalachuris, Chandelas & Gaharwaras were related with Gond, Rathore & Bundella 
respectively. 

19.Who were the Nayanars and Alvars? Write about them in brief.  

The Nayanars were a group of 63 saints (also saint poets) in the 6th to 8th century who were devoted to 
the Hindu god Shiva in Tamil Nadu.  

They, along with the Alwars, their contemporaries who were devoted to Vishnu, influenced the Bhakti 
movement in Tamil. 

The names of the Nayanars were first compiled by Sundarar.  

The list was expanded by Nambiyandar Nambi during his compilation of material by the poets for the 
Tirumurai collection, and would include Sundarar himself and Sundarar's parents. 
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The alvars,  

were Tamil poet-saints of South India who espoused bhakti (devotion) to the Hindu Supreme god Vishnu 
or his avatar Krishna in their songs of longing, ecstasy and service.  

They are venerated especially in Vaishnavism, which regards Vishnu or Krishna as the Supreme Being. 

Many modern academics place the Alvars date between 5th century to 10th century CE. Orthodoxy posits 
the number of alvars as ten, though there are other references that include Andal and Madhurakavi Alvar, 
making the number twelve. Andal is the only female saint-poet in the 12 Alvars. Together with the 
contemporary sixty three Shaiva Nayanars, they are among the most important saints from Tamil Nadu. 
 
 

20.Who was Ramanuja? What are the main points of his preachings? 

Answer: Ramanuja was a Bhakti saint.  

He was born in Tamil Nadu in the 11th century.  

He was deeply influenced by the Alvars.  

The main points of his preachings are : 

ü Ramanuja taught people that the best means of attaining salvation was through intense devotion to 
Vishnu. Vishnu in His grace helps the devotee to attain the bliss of union with Him. 

ü He propounded the doctrine of Vishishtadvaita or qualified oneness in that the soul even when 
united with the Supreme God remained distinct. 

 

21.Write in brief about the ideas of Shankara and Ramanuja. 

Answer:  Shankara. He was one of the most Influential philosophers of India. He was bom in Kerala in 
the eighth century. He was an advocate of Advaita or the doctrine of the oneness of the individual soul 
and the Supreme God, the Ultimate Reality. He taught that Brahman, the only or Ultimate Reality, was 
formless and without any attributes. He considered the world around us to be an illusion or maya, and 
preached renunciation of the world and adoption of the path of knowledge to understand the true nature of 
Brahman and attain salvation. Ramanuja. He was bom in Tamil Nadu in the eleventh century and was 
deeply influenced by the Alvars. He preached that the best means of attaining salvation was through 
intense devotion to Vishnu. Vishnu in His grace helps the devotee to attain the bliss of union with Him. 
He propounded the doctrine of Vishishtadvaita of qualified oneness in that the soul even when united with 
the Supreme God remained distinct. 

22.Write a brief note on new religious developments in north India.  

Answer:  During the thirteenth century a new wave of the Bhakti movement began in north India. This 
was an age when Islam, Brahmanical Hinduism, Sufism, various strands of Bhakti, and the Nathpanths, 
Siddhas and Yogis influenced one another. Ordinary people such as craftspersons, peasants, traders, etc. 
showed their interest in listening to these new saints. Kabir and Baba Gum Nanak did not approve 
orthodox religious. Tulsidas and Surdas accepted existing beliefs and practices but wanted to make these 
accessible to all. Tulsidas conceived of God in the form of Rama. His Ramacharitmanas is a unique 
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creation, Surdas was an ardent devotee of Krishna. His compositions compiled in the Sursagara, 
Sursaravali and Sahitga Lahari, express his devotion. Shankaradeva of Assam emphasised devotion to 
Vishnu and composed poems and plays in Assamese. He began the practice of setting up namghars or 
houses of recitation and prayer. Saints like Dadu Dayal, Ravidas and Mirabai are worth-mentioning here. 
Mirabai was a Rajput princess and was married into the royal family of Mewar in the 16th century. She 
became a disciple of Ravidas, an untouchable saint. She devoted her life to Lord Krishna. She composed a 
number of bhqjans expressing her intense devotion. A unique feature of most of the saints is that their 
works were composed in regional languages and could be sung. Therefore, they became very popular 
among the common mass. 

23.Why do you think ordinary people preserved the memory of Mirabai?  

Answer:  Mirabai was a Rajput princess married into the royal family of Mewar. But she had no interest 
in the worldly affair. She was an ardent devotee of Krishna and wanted to devote her time to the worship 
of her lord. She had no belief in princely status and other norms of high class society. Her devotion to her 
deity was supreme. Hence, she left the royal palace and began to lend. Simple life with ordinary people. 

24. In what ways was the history of the Gonds different from that of the Ahoms?Were there any 
similarities? 

The history of the Gonds was different from that of the Ahoms in the following ways: 

6. The Gonds lived in a vast forested region called Gondwana. The Ahoms migrated to the Brahmaputra 
valley from present-day Myanmar in the 13th century. 

7. The Gonds practised shifting cultivation. The Ahoms did not practise this type of cultivation. 
8. The Gond society was not as much developed as the Ahom’s. The Ahoms built a large state by using 

firearms. They could even make high quality gunpower and cannons. 
9. The Ahom society was very sophisticated. Poets and scholars were given land grants. Theatre was 

encouraged. We do not find these things in the Gond society. 
There were many similarities between the Gonds and Ahoms: 

• Both were capable of building large states. 
• Both had to face Mughal attack. Despite their brave defence, both were defeated by the Mughals. 
•  Both of them granted land to the Brahmanas, who became very influential. 
We find the administration centralised in the history of the Gonds as well as the Ahoms 

25.Who is considered as one of the builders of the Ahom states and how? 

Ans:Suhungmung is considered as one of the real builders of the Ahom state. He undertook the first 
population census of his kingdom and brought different classes of craftsmen from outside his state and 
established them in his kingdom. 

26.How did the emergence of large states change the nature of Gond society? 

Ans:The nature of the Gond society changed with the emergence of large states. 

10. It weakened the clan identity. There was a gradual division of Gond society into unequal social 
classes. 

11. Brahmanas became a dominant class in the society as they received land grants from the Gond 
rajas. 

The Gond rajas desired to be recognised as Rajputs. They began forming marital relation with the 
Rajputs. 
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27.What do you mean by transhumance? 

Ans: 

Transhumance is a practise followed by pastoral nomads. It is a kind of mobility zone in high mountains 
associated with pastoralists. During Summer these communities take their flock of sheep and cattle to 
higher mountains for gazing. During Winter they come down to lower reaches of mountains where they 
grow grass. 

28.What was the purpose of "Nayanar movement"? 

Ans:Nayanar movement was started in order to check the development of Buddhism and Jainism in the 
southern peninsula. They wanted to protect their religion from the incursion of these new religions 

29.What were the teachings of the saints of Maharashtra? 

Ans: 

The saints of Maharashtra were strong and outspoken drawn from all social classes. They focused on the 
Vitthala (a form of Vishnu) in temple in Pandharpur whom they identified with Lord Krishna. They 
stressed on the notion that personal god is residing in the hearts of all people, the efficacy of gods name, 
professed love and brotherhood. They condemned the idea of all forms of ritualism and social differences 
based on birth. They even rejected the idea of renunciation and preferred to live with their families like 
other persons and serve human beings. 

30.How did Khalsa Panth emerged? 

Ans: 

The Sikh movement began to get politicized in the seventeenth century. Development culminated in the 
institution of the Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh in 1699. Thus, the community of the Sikhs called the 
Khalsa Panth came into existence as a political entity. 

1. POST MID TERM PORTION FOR HISTORY 

*HISTORY: Tribes Nomads And Settled Communities, Devotional Paths To The Divine  

(previous portion-Delhi Sultans, The Mughal Empire-YOU NEED TO REVISE  BOTH THE 
CHAPTERS FROM TEXTBOOK, WORKBOOK AND NOTEBOOK) 

 

 

 

  

 


