
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY POLITICAL FORMATIONS 

Writing Task:  

Answer the following questions in your history notebook 

Q-1Who consolidated their authority in different parts of the subcontinent when the Mughal 

Empire declined? 

Answer: The governors of large provinces, subadars and the great zamindars. 

Q-2Name the states that were carved out of the old Mughal provinces. 

Answer: Bengal, Awadh and Hyderabad. 

Q-3Name the Maratha chiefs who, with revival of trade, got enough resources to raise armies. 

Answer: Sindhia of Gwalior, Gaekwad of Baroda and Bhonsle of Nagpur. 

Q-4What were the drawbacks of the Maratha expansion? 

Answer: It made other rulers hostile towards the Marathas. Consequently, they were not 

inclined to support the Marathas in the third battle of Panipat in 1761. 

2. Fill in the blanks: 

1.__________ sacked and plundered the city of Delhi in 1739. 

Answer: Nadir Shah 

2.Sa’adat Khan seized agriculturally fertile lands of the Afghans of _____. 

Answer: Rohilkhand 

3.During the reign of Alivardi Khan, the banking house of ______ became very prosperous. 

Answer: Jagat Seth 

4._____ was conquered and annexed to the house of Jodhpur. 

Answer: Nagaur 

5.The family of Chitpavan Brahamans served Shivaji’s successors as _____. 

Answer: Peshwa 

3.Multiple Choice Questions 

1.Who founded the state of Bengal? 

Sa’adat Khan 

Murshid Quli khan 



Akbar 

Shah Jahan 

Answer: (b) Murshid Quli Khan 

2.Awadh depended on _____ for loans. 

Local bankers 

mahajans 

both a and b 

none of the above 

Answer: (c) both a and b 

3.The close connection between state and bankers was noticeable in ____ 

Hyderabad 

Bengal 

Awadh 

All of the above 

Answer: (d) All of the above 

4.The khalsa was instituted in ____ 

1699 

1713 

1761 

1654 

Answer: (a) 1699 

5.The grand army of the Sikhs used to meet every year at _____ 

Punjab 

Poona 

Amritsar 

Delhi 

Answer: (c) Amritsar 



 

4.Who was Maharaja Ranjit Singh? 

Ans: Maharaja Ranjit Singh was the first Maharaja of the Sikh Empire and was also known 

as Sher-e-Punjab. In the late eighteenth century, the Sikh territories were extended from the 

Indus to the Jamuna but they were divided under different rulers. Maharaja Ranjit Singh 

reunited all groups and established his capital at Lahore in 1799. 

 

5.Who were the backbone of the Maratha army? 

Ans:Kunbis were groups of highly mobile, peasant pastoralists. They were the backbone of 

the Maratha army. 

 

6.Name the three prominent states that emerged after the decline of the Mughal empire. 

Ans:The three prominent states were Awadh, Bengal and Hyderabad. All these states were 

founded by members of the high Mughal nobility who were governors in the Mughal empire 

- Sa'adat Khan (Awadh), Murshid Quli Khan (Bengal) and Asaf Jah (Hyderabad. 

 

7.Explain the reasons for the decline of Mughal Empire? 

Ans:The Mughal Empire owes its decline and ultimate downfall to combination of factors: 

• The successive rulers after Aurangzeb were weak, unworthy and lacked the character, 

motivation and commitment to rule the empire strongly. 

• Absence of a definite law of succession was another important factor. 

• Deterioration and demoralization of the army was one of the potent reason. 

• The financial position of the Mughals had become deplorable. 

• The raids by Nadir Shah, and repeated invasions of Ahmad Shah Abdali, resulted in further 

weakening of the empire. 

The already weakened empire faced further encroachment by the British and the French. The 

British and French, who had initially come as traders, took full advantage of the weakening 

empire and soon became masters of the whole of India. 

 

8.Name the states with which the state of Hyderabad was in struggle? 

Ans:The state of Hyderabad was constantly in struggle against the Marathas in the west and 

with independent Telugu warrior chief known as Nayakas of the Deccan plateau. 

 

9.State few common features of the states in the eighteenth century. 

Ans:Though many of the larger states were established by erstwhile Mughal nobles, they 

were highly suspicious of some of the administrative systems that they had inherited, in 

particular the jagirdari system. Secondly, they reduced the number of jagirdars appointed by 

the Mughals. Rather than relying upon them, all the states contracted with revenue-farmers 

for the collection of revenue. The third common feature in all these regional states was their 

emerging relationship with rich bankers and merchants. 

 

10. How were the Sikhs organised in the eighteenth century? 

 During the 17th century the Sikhs got organised into a political community. This led to the 

regional state-building in Punjab. Guru Gobind Singh fought many battles against the Rajputs 

as well as Mughal rulers, both before and after the institution of the Khalsa in 1699. After the 

death of Guru Govind Singh in 1708, the Khalsa revolted against the Mughal authority under 

the leadership of Banda Bahadur and declared their sovereign rule. Banda Bahadur was 

captured in 1715 and executed in 1716. In the 18th century, the Sikhs organised themselves 

into a number of bands called jathas and later on rrdsls. Their well-knit organisation enabled 



them to put up successful resistance to the Mughal governors first and then to Ahamd Shah 

Abdali. Who had seized the rich province of the Punjab and the Sarkar of Sirhind from the 

Mughals. 

11. Why did the Marathas want to expand beyond the Deccan? 

  The Marathas wanted to expand beyond the Deccan in order to decrease the Mughal 

influence. By the 1720s, they seized Malwa and Gujarat from the Mughals and by the 1730s, 

the Maratha king was recognised as the overlord of the entire Deccan peninsula. 

12. What were the policies adopted by Asaf Jah to Strengthen his position?   

After being the actual ruler of the Deccan, Asaf Jah began to adopt some policies in order to 

strengthen his position : 

 He brought skilled soldiers and administrators from northern India who welcomed the 

new opportunities in the south. 

 He appointed mansabdars and granted jagirs. 

 He ruled independently without Mughal interference. The Mughal emperor merely 

confirmed the decisions already taken by Asaf Jah. 

13. Do you think merchants and bankers today have the kind of influence they had in 

the eighteenth century? 

  During the 18th century merchants were more influential than the bankers. They used to 

provide more loan opportunities at higher interest rates. But now, with the spread of 

education people prefer banks which provide loans and other financial assistance at cheaper 

rates. Bankers also provide subsidy on the interest rate. They have different scopes of loans 

for different purposes. So they are more influential today than the merchants. 

 

 

CONCLUDED 

 

 

 


