
Ch-9 

1.When was the Chera Kingdom established? 

Ans: The Chera kingdom Mahodayapuram was established in the ninth century in the south-western part 

of the peninsula, part of present day Kerala. 

 

2. Where was the Lilatilakam composed? 

Ans: Lilatilakam is a 14th century treatise on grammar and poetics. It was composed in Manipravalam, 

referring to the two languages, Sanskrit and the regional language. 

 

3. Who were Kathaks? 

Ans: Kathaks were originally a caste of story tellers in the temples of north India. They performed in 

village squares and temple courtyards. They were mostly specialized in recounting mythological and 

moral tales from the scriptures, and embellished their recitals with hand gestures and facial expressions. 

 

4.Write short notes on miniature paintings. 

Ans: Miniature paintings are small in size and generally are drawn in water colour on cloth or paper. The 

earliest miniatures were drawn on palm leaves or wood. Some of the most beautiful miniatures are found 

in western India and were used to illustrate Buddhist and Jaina texts. Themes used in the miniature 

paintings were from Indian epics like Ramayana, Mahabharata, Bhagavata Purana, Rasamanjari as well as 

ragas of Indian classical music, etc. 

 

5.Name the regions that attracted the miniatures. 

Ans:After the decline of the Mughal Empire, miniature artists who were patronised by the Mughal 

emperors moved to the regional courts of Deccan and the Rajput courts of Rajasthan. They depicted the 

rulers and court scenes and themes from mythology and poetry. The core of miniature painting lies in 

Rajasthan and can be traced back to its school of Jodhpur, Jaipur, Mughal, Kangra and Mewar. While the 

Mughal School features muted colours, giving it a shadow and depth, the Rajasthan School uses bold 

primary colours which give the painting an abstract look. 

 

6. What was the style of miniature that developed in Himachal Pradesh? 

Ans:In the region of Himachal Pradesh by the late seventeenth century, a bold and intense style of 

miniature painting called Basohli developed. This style of painting is characterized by vigorous use of 

primary colours and a peculiar facial formula prevalent in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries 

in the foothills of the Western Himalayas in the Jammu and Punjab States. 

 

7.Who built Jagannath temple at Puri and which deities are worshipped over there? 

Ans:In the 12th century, a ruler of Ganga dynasty Anantavarman erected a temple for Purushottama 

Jagannatha at Puri. The Jagannath temple at Puri gained great importance and became a centre of pilgrims 

for both Hindus & Buddhists.The three deities namely Jagannatha, Sudhadra and Balbhadra represents 

Buddha, Dharma and Sangha, are worshipped over there. 

 

Textual Questions: 

Anantavarman Kerala 

Jagannatha Bengal 

Mahodayapuram Orissa 

Lilatilakam Kangra 

Mangalakavya Puri 

Miniature Kerala 

Answer: 



Anantavarman Orissa 

Jagannatha Puri 

Mahodayapuram Kerala 

Lilatilakam Kerala 

Mangalakavya Bengal 

Miniature Kangra 

Question 2: What is Manipravalam? Name abook writtenin that language. 

Answer: Manipravalam was a language consisting of Sanskrit and the regional language (Malayalam). 

Lilatilakam is a text in Manipravalam. 

Question 3: Who were the major patrons of Kathak? 

Answer: Major patrons of Kathak were the Mughal emperors and the Nawabs of Lucknow, especially 

Wajid Ali Shah. 

Question 4:What are the important architectural features of the temples of Bengal? 

Answer: The important architectural features of the temples in Bengal were the double-roof (dochala) and 

the four-roof (chauchala). 

Question 5:Why did minstrels proclaim the achievements of heroes? 

Answer: Minstrels proclaimed the achievements of the heroes to preserve their memory and inspire others 

to follow their example. 

Question 6:Why do we know much more about the cultural practices of rulers than about those of 

ordinary people? 

Answer: We know more about the cultural practices of rulers than about those of ordinary people because 

only rulers could afford historians for the purpose of documentation. 

Question 7:Why did conquerors try to control the temple of Jagannatha at Puri? 

Answer: Conquerors tried to gain control over the Jagannatha temple at Puri because it would make their 

rule acceptable to the local people since the temple was important as a place of pilgrimage and was a 

center of authority in social and political matters. 

Question 8:Why were temples built in Bengal? 

Answer: Temples were built in Bengal to house the local deities who had gained the recognition of the 

Brahmanas 

CONCLUDED 

 


